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CONFIDENTIAL BUJUMBURA 0261 


E.O.: 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CG, BY 

SUBJ: BURUNDI REACTION TO ANGOLAN RAID INTO ZAIRE 

REF : STATE 56060 

OTHER THAN ROUTINE COVERAGE IN NEWS ON RADIO AND IN DAILY 
NEWS BULLETIN, WE HAVE NOT RPT NOT HEARD OF ANY PARTICULAR 
ATTENTION GIVEN TO RAID INTO ZAIRE FROM ANGOLA. ZAIRE 
AMBASSADOR HERE, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN VERY BUSY SPREADING WORD 
OF THE "INVASION" TO BURUNDIAN OFFICIALS AND FOREIGN 
DIPLOMATS. THIS MAY INCREASE LOCAL AWARENESS OF AFFAIR AND 
PROMPT SOME SYMPATHIES FOR ZAIRE, ALTHOUGH IN 1975, BURUNDI 
OPTED TO BACK MPLA, IN DISREGARD OF MOBUTU'S POSITION. 

ZAIRE DOES NOT SEEM TO HAVE PRESSED YET FOR TRIPARTITE 
CONSULTATION IN FRAMEWORK OF COMMUNITY OF GREAT LAKES, 

AND BURUNDI AT LEAST WILL BE JUST AS HAPPY IF ZAIRE 

NEVER DOES. WE WILL REPORT ANY EVOLUTION OF BURUNDI THINKING 

ON THIS MATTER. 

MARK 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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